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To the READER. 


Chriſtian Reader , 
| HIS Prece which I here propoſe tothy view, was 
the onely Remain (that [know of ) of that Reve- 
rend Divine , whoſe name is prefixed toir, A 
Work certainly worth two or three hiwrs time is 
peruſe, It came to my hands by buying [ome of the 
Books of his deceaſed Amanuentis. 7 xe:d to 
make no Encomium either of the Author, «r che Work ; the one 
Was very well knownto , and us ſtill remembred by ſome ; and the 
worth of the other needs not beg our (, ommendation. Thrs oar Re- 
verend eAnuthor was one of the maſt eminent Divines at the Synod 
of Dott , when the ſubjeft matter of thus ex/ning Diſputation, and 
matters of the like nature , among ſt other controverted Points , were 
1nconteſt, Whether our Author was then of that judgment , wi ich 
he declares in this Diſputarion, / am not certain. However, if has 
after thoughts ( which commonly are the * belt ) incl:ned him ro 
the trath, and ſwayed his belief , we havertaſon to bleſ{the God of * Acurges 
Truth for the diſcovery. And I heartily wiſh, that all men , who axe Provrides ate 
intaugled in th: briars of theſe prickly Diſputations, ( as our Reg- F979. 
verend eAuther calls them) would lay aſide all prejudice , and (uf- 
fer their judgments to be raviſhed t9 the embracing of Truth by the 
argumentative allurements of Scripture and Rea,on, T hos wilt find 
the ſingular uſe of this enſuing Piece 11 affording thee l'ghito, wud 
carrying thee through thy ſ e 110 CUTE 1NtrICACIES controwerted betwixt 
the Remonſtrants a»d Contra-Remonſrants, And ihat it my be 


ef this ſingular ue and benefit, is the hearty prayer of 


Thy Friend and Servant in Chiiſt ) 
F. @. 
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DISPUTATION, 


Partly Theological , partly Metaphyſical, concerning the 
Neceſlity and Contingency of Events in the World , in 
reſped of God's Eternal Decrees, 


The Sum of th: controver/ie 15 this, 


HETHER or no all things that ever 
have or ſhall come co pals in che 
world, have been, or ſhall bz eff-Rted 
# ceſ[ars/y, in reſp2& of an irreſitable 
Dec) ee, by which God hath everla- 
{iingly determined, that they ſhould 5- 
evitably come to pals ? 

2, Whether or no many things have 
not been done conti»gert!y , or after ſich a middle manner 
berween 1m:ofſt6:/i:y of being, and »rceſſity of being , that ſome 
chings which have been might as well not have bzen, and many 
things which have not been mightas we!l have been, ter ouzhr 
Cod hath decreed co the contrary ? 

An happy compoſing of this int:icate Controverſie wili bz 


of excellent uſe, nor onely in guiding us ſafe throuzh the briers - 


of theſe prickly Diſputations of Predrſt:uats:n , Free-will, the 
Canſe of ſin, &c.(whichar this day have ſet ProteF ants, Pap/ts , 
Lutherans, Armi4ans, Puritans , together by the ears ) bur 
over and above in eafing us of many ſcruples ar.d perplexing 
caſes, which daily ariſe in our minds, concerning God's ſpecial 

ecrees, and particalar Provider.c2, in reſpeR of the paflages 
of our life. 


Bu the ſingular uſes of this Diſpatation will beſt appear when 
IT 
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it is finiſhed ; and therefore without any further Preface , I be= 
rake my.ſelf unto it, purpoſing to carry ſuch an equal eye to bre- 
vity andperſpicuity , that the Reader ſhall have no juſt cauſe to 
ſay, thatI am either obſcure or redious. 
I have already divided the main Queſtion into two particu- 
OS at 2 erics. Many Divines compleatly Reverend, both for their 
"PP knowldge and pratice of Religion, ( and therefore deſerved] 


of precious eſteem in the 'Refermed Churches ) have ſubſcribe} 
= affirmatively 10 the firlt Qu.crie ; maintaining, that whatſoever 
$i 28y Creature doth , Maxor BeaFb, Plaxts or Inanimate Elements 

i ., and M-rerrs; Gol from all etervigy hath decreed, that the 


ſhould ze efſarily do it , ſothata man doth not ſo much as pi 
without a Decree : yea, they ſay, that there falleth not ſo much 
as 2 drop of rain, or ariſeth a blaſt of wind, ſine ſpecial: Dei 
JH 4, 
2; Opir. SY ſome others of as good ( though perhaps not of 
= ſo great ) a name as they , both for their Lear»ing and love of 
Orthodox Religion, have ſubſcribed affirmatively to the ſeconl ; 
reaching , that as God in his w:/dow hath ordered , that ſome 
| thinzs are !wp7ſible and cannot be ; ſome things neceſſary, and 
cannot bur be, ſo alſo hath he paiſed ſome things in ſuch an equal 
- od peſſib:l:ty of being or not being, and left it to his creatures choice: 
ro turn the ſcale, thatin reſpe& ofhim they fall out cortsugently ; 
| it being as pollible for his creatures to have emitted them, as to 
.v: have doxe them. 
"2 ] have a good While ha/red between theſe two opinions, I 
FI have Sceprically hovered over them , to ſee where I were beſt to 
hohr. Sometimes I have ſent out my aſſent like Noah's Dove , 
but ſhe miſliking her footing , ſpeedily withdrew her ſelf back 
again , till at length ſhe findin; better entertainment amongſt 
this ſecoud company , ſhe hath returned now at laſt with an O/;ve 
branch in her mouth, with that exwb/:ws of peace, Uniting my 
diſtractions. 

The Arguments by which Tr#th firſt courted, and at laſt y4- 
vifhed my aſlent, are thoſe which both co:firm the ſecond, and 
confnte the firſt opinion, 

eArg. 1. The fir manifeſtly diſcovers an Heatheniſh Error, lurking, 
;mp/1citely in the opp fre opinion : Our Adverſaries indeed do 
difalloy it exp/icitdy, and Ikoow they heartily miſlike ic ; bur it 


wilt 
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will too evidext/y appear, that if thaterror bz Paganiſm, their 
opiuton1s lictle better, which I prove thus; It was the conceit of 
the antient S'oicks , tharall things were coverned and breuzhr 
ro paile by an inevitable D-/{rzy, all things falling out by a fatall 
necetiity , in ſpighe of men and ( accorct1g to the addition of 
' Potts) of goils allo, Now do not our Opp ſires in this ( ontrorrcr ſie 
inroſea fatal Neceſflity on all things 2 yea, they go further in 
this point than ſome Sro!cks , for ( as it may be colleRed out of 
fome «f their writings ) though they ſubjected the main Events 
and ends to irrefiſtable Deſtiny, yer they ſuppoſed the means ( by 
which a man might , though vainly , endeavour to croſe thoſe 
ends) arbrtr.zry 1a man's choice, Bur our Oppoſites impoſe a xe- 
ce/jity on all things whatſoever, not onely upon Ends and events, 
bur allo upon the m2ars, Forexample, according to their Do- 
Arine, God hath not onely decreed that I ſhall , or that I ſhall 
not eſcap2 this »fef:0» , but he hath alfo decreed char I ſhall, ocl 
ſhall not «ſe the wears to eſcape it. So that all the Abſuragiries 
that dog the Sro'cl dream of fatal! neceſſity at the heels, are »- 
ſepar.:ble attendants of this Opinion, For I may not onely ſay, 
Tf 1 ſhall 4s: of the fefticn, I thall ; if I ſhall xo: die, 1 ſhall ot 
and therefore | nzed not uſe mears to avoid it - Bur alſo, if I muſt 
uſe mans, 1 muſt ;- if Imult not, I muſt not: Seeing Gods de- 
cree neceſſitateth as much to »ſe or o'r the means, as to obtain 
or loſe the e2d, For if their opinion be true, all thinzs whatſo- 


ever, end or means Of little or great moment, come to paſle 


neceſſarily and #navoidably, by reaſon of Gods eternil Decree. 
H-re they have two ZE v/tons, 

The fir is this, Aibzir ( ſay they ) God hath moſt certainly 
determined what (hall, or what ſhall not b2don2 concerning us, 
yet his Decrec 15 h1 from us, and we mutt uſe /2wfnl and ordinary 
means, for the obtaining of ſuch and ſuch good Ezds, keeping 
on the 9r4i»4"7 courſe which he hath rev:al-d to us. 

See the vanity ofthis ſhift, our Oppo/ites reach , that whatſo- 
ever God hath d:creed ſhall be d1ze, and whatſoever 1s omritred 
ſhall be :-40ne, If therefore God hatch derermined that we 
ſhould not uſe ſuch and ſuch wears, 1c is zmp/ſible for us to uſe 
them ; ifhe hath decreed that we ſhould, it is impoſſible that we 
ſhould emit them. And therefore it is more than rid:ca/ors to 


ſay, thatalthough God in his ſecree will hath determined, that 
+ We 


Evaſion, 


Confutatro, 
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Confutation, 


we ſhould not do ſuch a thing, yer we are to co ir, ſeeing his Je- 
cree, thouzth it beſecret , yet ir will have itseffett, and itis abſo- 
lutely iz2poſſible we ſhou'd do that, which God hath determined 
we {hall not d>. 

Howſoever (ſay our Oppoſites ) our opÞ'n'on is far from $::;- 

ciſm, for the $:o.c+5 thought , thar all things came 1#evitably ty 
paſs , by reaſen of an indiſloluble Ca, and Connexion of :a- 
;4ral C:uſes: bur we teach , rhat all evcars are irreſtablyneceſ]a- 
ry, by reaſon cf Gods everlaſting d cries , and His Omm;eorercy 
daily executing them. 
This reaſon 1s ſopcora one, an] yet ſo much made on by 
ſome worthy men , that I am more troubled to wonder ar it, 
chan to conturte it ; yer that I may fatisfie ir diſtinQly , I will &i- 
vide the opinion of the Sto c%s into two particular Terets, 

1. They hold, that all things come to paſs irer irably, 

2. They thought the reaſon of this ;nevit4blereſſe of events to 


| bean unchanceable conneri2n of natural cauſes, 


Our Oppolites ſtifly maintain the former of theſe Texts, 
Now let «6 Reader obſerve, that the moſt jrodzgious abſurditios 
accompanying tkis $:o:ca/ error”, follovrthe firit part of their 
opinion, though ſequeſtred from the ſecond. For if all things 
come to Paſs #zavoidably , what need I care what Ido? yea, if I 
ſhall care , I ſhall caze whether I will or no; and a thouſand the 
like horrid conceits follow the opin'on of the xecesfity of events, 
whatſoever we make to be the cauſe of this neceſflity, 

It 1s a great Foint of Twkiſh Divinity at this day , that all 
tlings are done #nave:dably, and they with our Oppotites make 
Gods will to be the cauſe of this unavoidableneſs ; and therefore 
they judge of & ods pl:a[wre or diſylraſure by the event. Yet there 
is no Chri/{;an but abhorreth this Tarciſm, andeives it no better 
entertainment than Anathema CM araratha, 

Its too apparent therefore, that albeit our Adverſaries are true 
Chrift:ans, yetinthis point their opinion is guilty by reaſon of 
its conſequence, both of Srorciſms and T wrciſm. 

Again, if we confider the ſecond part of the Stocks ofin'on , 
wethall percerve , that the opinion which we confure cannot be 
minced , but that it will be compleat Stoic:/my, The Sto:cks 
thought the connexion of cauſes to be the cauſe of the neces/iry of 
Everits, 1s true ; but.wbat did chey think to be the connexion of 


cauſes ? 
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cauſes ? doubtleſs the ecernal Laws of Natare, which they ſup- 
poſed tobe a Dei:y. Iris very probabret hey thought the Faces 
ro be but Narxres Laws , but whatſoever they meant by the 
Fates , its evident they made their decrees tobe the cauſe of the 
connexion of cauſes. How often read we both in Ph:/9ſophers and 
Poets of Fatorum Decreta , Parcarum Leges, Tc, Yea, the word 
Fa'um it ſelf1s as much asa Decre: , as Edittnm from Ed:cere, o 
Fatum from Fari, Quid aludeft Fatuns quam id giied Deus de 
4n091499u* fatur > ſaith Afinutius, Well then, toapply. Do nor 
our Adverſaries in this point ſuppoſe an 1#v:0/ab/e linking of all 
things together, one z2ceſſar:ly following in the neck ofanother ? 
Do they not make the cauſe of this linking to be Gods irreſiftable 
decree? Dothey not defend compleat Sroici/m ? What part of 
Stoiciſm do they diſclaim 2 Do they nor maintain mevitable ne- 
ceſliry, Do they not teach an »diſſo/uble connexion of all things ? : 
Do they not believe divine decrees to be the cauſe of this con- 
rexion ? Certainly they muſt needs confeſs themſeſves Sroicks 
in this point , unleſs w2 will give them leave to grant the prem:- 
ſes, and deny the concluſion. Iknow the Sro:cks had miſ-conceits 
concerning the Deties , ( as accounting thoſe ro bz Deities which 
are not) whoſe decrees they made the caſes of all things ; but 
they were the common errotsof Paganiſm, and are beſide the 
Point in hand: And truly theſe ſer aſide , I ſee not wherein our 
Adverſaries differ from the Stoicks, I haveproſecuted this Ar- 
oument more coplouſly , becauſe it includeth many others, 1 
mean, all thoſe which Scripture or Reaſon furnith us with, 
avainſt the error of the Stocks, and they are many , for I think 
verily , there are few opinions which have a grea:er retinue of 
ridiculous and erroneous conſequences, than this of the u: a-. 
voidable # c:ſ5:ty of events : Som2 of them may make one /axgh, 
and ſome of them may make one t7e:b/e, I omir the former , 
becauſe they are obvious to every mans conceit, and I would 
not willinzly make ſport of ſo ſerious a matter, Ofthe laſt ſorr 
I will ſpecifie one ina ſecond Argument. 

Th-t opinion, which being admitted maketh God the Aathor gavg, 4} 
of fin, is groſs and erroneous, that I may ſay no worſe , burſo (I : 
ſpeak it with hsr7or ) doth the Opinion of our Oppoſices. I 
know they are renowned Chriſtians , and as they abhor Storcal 
errors , fo they hold this damnable do&@rine, ( which is _ 

I13 than 
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"A his Arg. (Dan eyerany Heretuk, held ) which trarsformeth G:d into a 
ment confirm Dew#/yto be molt accurſed : yer ſo the caſe Rar.deth , that as the 
edin the An» Crtot of faral n:ceſsiry, ſo this of the cauſe of ſy, fatally followeth 
ſwer to the 4th their opinion; which I prove thus. 

Odjection, They teach, That nothing is done in the world, nor can b: 
done, but what God hath decreed tobe done. Naw it's too ccr- 
tain, that three quarters of the things which are done in the 
world are /izs, th2refore according to this optrion,, (0. 1sthe 
[rizcipil cauſe of fins, Devils and Aer are but kits [n/*: naver to, 

Evaſo, The uſual Anſwer is, That God is the cauſe of all the #95 
that are /»f«/, but not of the /i»flneſs of the ations ; of all our 
works, but not of our ob/tgn:ities and imperfettions : As one that 
11Jes upon a haltiog Jade is the cauſe of his ct. or, and yet nor 
of his halt ng. 

Its a hard caſe when they have but one frivolous EiltinAion to 
keep God from /ining.: Might I here ( withht wardring ) dife 
courſe of the nature of tin, I could prove /iz it {ef ro be an a&t- 
on, and confute this groundleſs diſtinRion that way; but I wiil keep 
my ſelf as much to the purpoſe as I can, and ſo anſwer it thus , or 
rather corfure it, 

That which is a prizcipal cauſe of any a&ion, 1s a cauſe of thoſe 
£ . events which accompany that action »c ſcrily, This Ru'e is 
Concomi- moſt certainly true. Therefore if God by His decrees do force 
-—apgat us to thoſe actions which cannot be dane w'thout fin, God Him- 

ſelf ( Iam afraid to rehearſe it ) muſt needs be gvilty of fin. For 
example. If God decreed that Alam ſhould unavordatly eat 
the forbidden fruit, ſeeing the earrng of the fruit which he had for- 
bidden muſt needs be with a-groſs eb1:q».ty ; I do not ſee how 
this diſtinRion will juſtifie Cod: for Adam ſinned becauſe he 
ate the fruit that was forbidden ; _ but they ſay , God decreed that 
he ſhould eat the fruic which was forbidden , »:c:{[arily and »r- 
avoidably. The concluſion is too blaſphemou to be often 12» 
cated. | 

F The Reader may ſee how well that common diſtintion 
holdeth water ; yea, if this -rcery were ſound, man himſelf mighc 
prove, that he commirred go »z#rd:r though he ſtabbed the dead 
party to the heart ;z for at his arraignment he might tell the 
Fadge , that hedid indeed rhruſt his dagger into his hearc , but ic 
was not cha which took away. his. life , but the ext;nition of _ 
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natural heat and v tal ſfirits, Who ſeeth not the wild frenz'e 
of him who ſhould make this «Apology, yet this is all our Adver- 
ſa1i8 ſay for God. They ſay, His d:crce was the cauſe that Adane 
cook the fr«:r , and put it into his mouth, and ate that which he 
had commanded he ſhould not ear. Yet they ſay, He was not the 
cauſe of the tranſyreiſio 1 of the commandmenr, 

The example of the ha/t:ag Jade 15a meer 1rertinency ; for 
ſuppoſe it were { as it is not ) appliable to us, who hait natarally ; 
yet Adm, b:fore this ation, was ſound; and therefore God xe- 
ces/itatiag him to ſuch an inconveniency , dealc with him as if 
on2 ſhould drive a /»fty Ng into rough paſlages , where he muſt 
needs bzeak his leggs. Neither is 1t (as I ſaid ) appliable unto us 
the /ame poſterity of Adam for he whorideth an toric that was 
lame before, although he be not a cauſe of the :mporexcy which 
he tindeth in the horie already, yer in urging him co motion, he 
is now a ca#e of the aftualimperfeRion in the motion, and lo 
perhaps a cauſe of encreafin? the 1npotency for the furure , 
though he were not the cauſe of his lameneſs, yer he is of 
his limping at that cime. Lec the horſe Rand (ill , and (ee 
whether hz will halt orno. Marry if the horſe go of himſelf, 
then the Ri4er 1s no cauſe of his haltin2, and ſo we may ſay, that 
all our haltizgs are ſro n our ſelves without any 125F:g.450n from 
God, | | 

I know our Oppoſites have another thifc, reaching, that God 
uſeth to pn ſh one (in by making us to comm another ; fo that 
alchouzh we /f*, He doth but puniſh. | 

Albeit I do not believe this to be true , as *tis commonly ex- 
ponnded, yet I abſtain at this time from a farther examimition of 
it, becauſe it weakens not my Argument about A4am, for his 
fin was the firſt that ever he commitred, andthe or:gimal of all 
that ever followed ; and therefore if Gods decr:e were th2 cafe 
chat he ate the forbidd-x fruit, asour Adverſaries reach , Its ap- 
parent whom they make the Anthor of «i! iy, Theſe two Argu- 
ments well ſcanned , are ſufficient to make any ( not fore-ſtalled 
with pre-conceits ) to bz afraid of that opinion which belieyeth 
all things to come to paſs neceſſarily, by reaſon of Gods irreſiſta- 
ble decrez, and therefore they ſhall ſuffice for the confutation 


of ir. | 
Moreover, ſeeing it is clogged with ſuch oyſtrow conſe- 
quences, 
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quer.ces , me-thinks our opinion ſhould be far more amiable, 
which giveth no countenance ro ſuch hide-us mis-thapen er. 
rors, as it will appear by the proceſs of thisd ſputation, 

Now I proceed to the confirmation of our 0} 1:.10n, con- 
eerving the coxtingency Of ſome evints in reſpect of God, by two 
Arguments more. = 

The firit is this , That God hath Cecr:ed that all his creatures 
9rdinarily, and for the moſt parr, ſhould work according to their 
ſeveral kinds and endowments , by which he inthe Creation gi. 
Rinvuiſhed chem: For illuſtration they may be ranked into :/ r:e 
ſeveral forms. 

In the loweſt Rand the meer: natural Agents , inanimate and 
ſenſleſs creatures ; to theſe God hath given certain 1/t:vfts and 
inclinations, by which they are determinately ſwayed to theſe or 
theſe ceitain effefts and operations , unlels they are ontwaradly hin- - 
dered : for heavy bodies cannot chuſe but deſcend , fire cannot 
chuſe bur þ«77, &c, 

In the ſecond Rand the Serfrrive creatures, four-footed beaſts, 
forlsand fiſhes ;, to theſe God hath given ſenſe and krowledge to 
diſcern what is 200d for their »ature, and what is bad; and a- 
mongltdiverſe goods to prefer that which is beſt, He hath &i- 
ven them alſo a free appetite or a kind of ſenſitive will, by which 
they may either fre ly proſecute, or avoid ſuch objzRs as they 
like or miſlike; not determinately tyed to this or that certain ope- 
ration, as the other were. A ſtoze cannot c:ooſe tur deſcerd , but 
a beaFt may as well go up hill as down, &c. 

In the upper Forme are Mer, reaſonable Creatures , whom 
God hath made more vo/#»tary than the other, by giving them 
oreater freedom of choice , and preſenting unto their more ele- 
vated knowledge a great vari:ty of objets. Now ther, without 
doubt , God diltinguithed thus his creatures in ab:/113es and fi- 
culties , that they might «perate 1n their ſeveral k;nas, that the 
nat#ralacents Might work zaturally , the veluntary voluntarily, 
as that eloquent French-man Ds Ya:r hath well explained this 
point. The truth of all this no man will deny explicirely: Well 
then, let them hearken co the conſequences of this truth , ſo 
common both in Logick and Meraphy/icks, among thoſe who 
handle of natural and vo/urtery cauſes, If God hath decreed 
that many things ihould be done voluntarily by bs creatures, 

then 
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then alſn hath he decreed that maiy things ſhould be done com 
recently, inrefec of him ; but the fuſtis granted cruth, there- 
f0:2 the ſecond thould bz, The connexion I prove thus, All 
tnings are done cotingertly in reſpect vf God , which for oughe 
he hath decreed might with as much poſſtbi/ity not be as b2 : But 
ail things which ate done by the crea'ures vo/unt ary, may as well 
not be done, as done ; threfore if he hath decreed thac many 
things ſhould be don? 26/#n:a4/y, He hath alſo decreed that they 
thnul.l be done contingently, The Atizer ts evident, becauſe if 
the creatures may not as well omit them as doth:m , they do 
them not v. {a4 arily but neceſſari'y, 

This Argument both corfirms and explains our Opinion , 
ſhewing how and why many things come to pals contingemly 
1n reſpe& of God , yea, ic maketh it queſtionleſs, that God hath 
decreed that many things ſhould be done co»:1»gently, or after 
ſuch a re/ſtabl: manner, that they might without frw/?rating His 
decree have been /fc undone : yea, w2ſee nov, that contingercy 
it ſelfis »cceſſary 1n reſpe of Gods will , who will have many 
things done vo/untarily. Otherwiſe to What purpoſedid God vive 
Fs creatures will, if he will not ſuffer them co uſe them ? 

See again the inconveriencies ofthe former opinion , which 
confounderh all ſorts of creatures, and makes a az to operate 
with no more freedom than a ffo:k or ſane. For according to 
our Oppoſites, 1ear, or drink , or walk with as much »:c-ſſity, as 
Lead (inketh down. God hath decreed that that ſhould fink, 
and therefore ic muſt; and ſo God hath decreed that I myſt 
walk a m:/e, and therefore I mult. 

Here they have a farting hole, buritis ſopoor a one, thatir p,,.-, 
doth not relieve bur diſgrace them. They ſay, That Gods d-:cree - 5 
doth not com; e! any mans will to any thing , that he ſhould do 
ſuch a thing whether he will orno ; but he fo diſpoſeth and 
worketh ir, that it ſhall defire that which God would have done. 
And therefore, they ſay, Man hath uſe of his #3, becauſe what- 
ſoever he doth , though zeceſſiraredto it by God , yer he dothic 
wifftugly. 

This fl/m-flam would move any mans patience , but I will be ( mmfntation, 

:rious, The prerogative of a voluntary Avent conſifteth not © * 
in doing that which i: defireth to do, or rather in defirin2 to do 


that which it doth, { for according co them , man dejirech 
Lhe 
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thz thiog becauſe itis to bz done, yet it i; not to be done b-cauſe 
he detect) in freedoms from coattion and violence; but ina liberry 
of cho;c:to door rot to dothis or that , and ſo in freedom from 
the ».ceſſit y of 19:mmabil.ty, So that (til for all thisſhrfr, they 
make 712, No More voluntary than a ftonz. A jione hath a natural 
p:ofention or kind of appetite to fall downward, yet becauſe this 
appetite 1s reſtrained ».ceſ[ar3'y to this re-m2, to that the ſſoxe 
mult zceds fall doyn, it cannot be ſaid to deſcend v5/u2t 45 y, 
in ay proprti:ty of ſpzech, Is not this juſta mans caſe accor- 
cin,to them? A man d.1nks, they grant he doth it vslu» ari!y; 
yet they ſay, his will is ſo reſ{rarned by Gods decree to thy ation, 
that it was not poſſible for him to omit it, What Cifference 1s 
there now betwixt the will of a man and the will of a tne , onely 
that God employeth a man in more ations, which alterech nor 
the cale? Surcly if thi; be true, 1crwas no wonder Dencalion and 
Pj1rha got ttunes turned 1nto men ſo fall, 

This Ar;,umeat coth {o in:angle our oppofites, that althouzh 
inthe Queliion about par. 1c 147 providence they are peremp= 
tory for the »:ce//ity of all eveats in reſpe& of Jod; yer when 
they come to the que{tion about Free-will, and mote particu- 
lariy in fre--willabout natryal matters, as walking, ſleeping , 
riding, &c. they ſpeak ſo off an1on, that one may plainly per- 
c:ive how they have a welf by the ears:: Sometimes they do 
yield Free-will in ſuch things, not conſidering how they co.:1r4- 
«ift what they ſaid beforeabout parizcalir Providence ; ſo:ue- 
times they yield 1c, they ſay, not lo much becauleth:y yiel1 ir to 
be true, as b2caule they will not contend about ſuch perry mat- 
ters; a very ſleeveleſs pur off ! ſometimes they fiiitfly deny 
it, but they are unwilling 0: unable to produce any Arguments 
worth a ruſh. 

That opinion which mak2s Gods kro/edge abſolutely infi- 
2:te, and moſt glorifieth His omwiſcizxcy , Muit needs be better 
D:iviasty , than that which ſuppoſeth by ics conſequence Gods 
kr.owledg2 to be but fini:e, Now our opinion doth the firit, our 
oppoſites thz ſecond ; therefore. The CMnor Propoſition I ju- 
ſtifie thus, Anabſolute i»fi-ity in knowledge mult be either in 
reſpe& of the n»mber of objeRs, or in reſpeR ofthe manrey of 
comprehending them, Now according to their opinion, in theſe 
ceſpecs Gods knowledge is but finite, Ergo. : 

or 
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*For the firlt reſpe&, to ſpe:k exaQly, it cannot make know= 
ledge compleatly finite ; for ſeeing there cannot be an exact 
1nfin:te number of Objefs , ſeeing that all things that ever were, 
or ever ſhall bz, cannor be rruly ifinire in number ; 17 is 1m- 
poſſible thac any knowled.& whatſoever thould be properly 
cermed :finite in this refpe&. Yea, ſeeing the valtelt number , 
and moſtincompreheniible co our mortal! Arichmerich, may in 
it ſelf -be doubled and rrebled, itis an infallible cruth , that any 
knowledye in chis regard may b2rebled alio, and yer remain 
futre, if we ſpeak not v#/garly or unlargely , but Metaphyſical 
exquilitions, We'l, come to thz ſecond Reſpe& , here alſo our 
Oppolices do much debate Gods knowled2e , maktng it bur fix.re , 
and that not of the largeſt ſor ; for while they teach, that God 
hath decr.e.{ how all things ſhall 5»fa#i4/y cometo paſs, they 
require indeed of God an fire power , whereby to execure 
hfs decre-s, but ſeeing all things ſhall be effaced as*He hath 
decreed they ſhould , a finite knowledge may well ſerve the 
rurn. What wonder is it ib God fore-kyow what will be done, 
ifhe can but remember His own decrees ? Ir requireth indeed 2 
large memory, but not an infinite knowledge, 

Suppoſe a man had bur that power to bring to paſs what he 
determined , it would be no ſtranve martterif he could forerel 
future cy »ts : He would make a. hard ſhife with his Hypomne- 
”ata, Regitters, and Records, andthe Art of Memory, but he 


wou!d remember what he had cs 7:v:d ſhould cometopals, in 


ſuch and ſuch a Country, | 
Wherefore in the ſecond Reſpect , v:z. in the wanner of com- 
prehending of things , they make the Divine Preſc:exce to bz bur 
finite, whiltt thzy teach , chat God knowerh how all chings ſhall 
come to pals, becauſe the ſame knowledge is the cauſe, 7 ver- 
cue of d:cr:es, ef whatſoever ſhall be effected in the world. 
Now tht our opinion attributerh unto God a knowlelge 
exaQly infinite, and makes His Preſeienc: more wnoderful , ic 
will plainly appear. God, ſity we, ab eter-0, hath ordered that 
ſuch 4 gents as he created voluntary , ſhould have a double /i5+r:y 
in their operations, wiz. a hberty of contradiftion, to do, or not 
do; as a Painter may chooſe whether he will work or no: and 2 


liberty of 6mtrariety, todo aahing after this or that manner ; as 2 
K k Painter 
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T ainter may uſe what colours , inwhat quantity , after what f.a- 
{Fion, he pleaſeth, | 

' Nowth-:n, God leaving to His creatures free /:berty, to work 
or not to work; after this or that manner, ſo that fo any »cceſſity 
impoled ufon their ations by Him ; whatſoever they omir, was 
as poſlible to be done, as whar they did : And yer from all eter- 
nity fore-knowing whatſoever his Creatures would do, or rot 
do, his fore-kaowledge mult needs be infinite, and mott admi:a- 
ble, Infinite, I ſay, notin reſpeR of the number of 0vjes , for 
ſo, as I ſaid b<tore , no knowledge can be finite : but in reſpe& 
of the omnipotent and boundleſs manner of aRual compreherding 
thoſe things with an :»fallsble fore-fight, which in refp.& of 
God were contingert , their not being being as poſlible as their 
being. And indeed this fore-/ight of future contingents , is the true 
charafter and Royal j rerog arrve of Divine knowledge : and E-g0 
io the 41 ef Eſay, God upbraideth the Pagan Deities with this: 
priviledge peculiar te Himſelf, though juglingly pretended b 
them in their lying Oracle, verſ, 21, The Lord biddeth them 
produce Gnaizwumotheken, the (irongeſt Arguments by which 
they could prove themſelves Gods; and in the next verſe he 
particularizeth , and thrice bids them zell, 5* they car, what ſhall 
happen in the times to come, Its worth the obſerving , how that 
there was never ay ſort of Diviners Artificial (I ſpeak not of 
D-vils , Wi:ches , Gypſies, and ſuch palpable [mipsftor: } that un- 
der:iook to fore-tell furure conrizgents : for if you prove thoſe 
things which Afrologers and Phy/iogromerys undertake to fore- 
rell, to be mces contingent in reſpect of the Horoſcope or Com- 
plexion, and no way to depend onthe as natural cauſes ; you 
have proved their Arts to be but [mpoſkures, How much then do 
our Oppokrtes diſhoner Cod in this caſe , making the great mi- 
racle of his foreſight of future contingents to be as much as no- 
thing? ſeeing they ſay, that alb:ir they are contizgent in reſpe& 
of us, yet they are »rcefſſaryin reſpeR of Him. When any man 
hath anſivered any of theie four Arguments, then will I change 
my opinion, Inthe meantime 1 proceed to the vindicating of 
it from ſuch exceptions and objeQtions, as ourenemies in this 
caſe make againſt ict, The diflipating of thoſe miſts wherewirh 
they endeayour. to obſcure this opinton, will not onely clear the 
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truth of it, for belief; but alſo the ſenſe of ic , for underſtanding, 
Firſt, rhey ſay, That while we avoid their Sr9:c:ſme, as we term 04; @. x. 
it, we fall into flat Epicuriſrm; for while. we make ſo many things 
in the world to fall out according tothe inconſtant bent of vo- 
luntary Agents , we Deifie Chance , and make Fortune a goddeſs ; 
wedo in eff:& deny Gods providence , which they ſay makes all 
things come to paſs according to a moſt wiſe and conſtant me- 
thod. 
I wiſl be as forward as any man to Avathemarize him , who- ,, FR 
ſozver he be , who holdeth any thing to fall our forrwito in re- - 
ſpe& of Gad: I will make 1c moſt evident, that our opinion 
makes no Chance 1n reſpeR of God , and moſt ſweetly illuſtrates 
Gods Providence, | 
Firſt , There 1s a vaſt difference between Contingency and Ca- 7 
ſnl ty. Contingency is an equal p»ſſi6:'sty of being or not be- 
inz: Ca/nality 1s the coming to paſs of an event ex#mproviſe, 
beſide the fore-thought , as I may ay ofthe thing. Now it is 
our afferrion , that many things tall out contmeently in reſpe& 
of God, becauſe he impoſed no xeceſs:ty upon their being , but 
left them to the pleaſure of the inferior cauſes, that they mighr 
2s well not have bzen, as bzen, But we ſay withall , that no« 
thing falleth out accidemally or caſ#-{/: in reſpe& of God, be- 
cauſe nothing comerh to paſs without his moſt certain and un- 
erring forefight ; he knowing from all eternity what his cree- 
tures would do, though he left irto their pleaſure ts do what 
they liſt, | : 
In ev: nts there is a great difference between Contirgency and 
Caſnelity of events in reſpe& of men 3 for moſt things we do, 
w2 do cont:inyemtly , we being not bound by any 1onable ue- 
ceſx ty todo them ; yer as long as we do them upon certain | 
perſuaſive reaſons , for certain eds, we do them not by chance, 
The ſame evex!s yer are not after the fame manner contrm- 
gem in reſpeR of God, as they arein reſpeR of us; for He 
out of the Prerog:tive of His De;:y fore-knoweth them ; 
bur we, by reaſon of our mortality, cannot have infallible 
Foreſight of them 3 and what fore/ight we have, 1s ina very lire 
diſtance. 
And indeed, if this point be prriuatly canvaſed, we ſhall 
perceive, that inthar ſame a © 7 RA have any G_—_ 
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of. them, they are not contingent but neceſſary * for every thing, 
ſo far forth as it is In ov/ferce , or in near preparation for it, 1s 
neceſſary. 

Contingency iz the middle point between zeceſs:iy: and imtsſs; 
bilityof being ; and therefore ſo much as any thing inclineth to 
exiſtence 1t1s neceſſary, The want or neglect. of the diſtinQion. 
berween comingercy and caſualty , hath been a great cayſe of che 
error we confute : for our Oppoſites (till raking forrairo and con- 
tingenter for Synonyma , becauſe they would have nothing c4- 
ſual in reſpe& of God, therefore.rhey would have every thing 
neceſſary ; not diſcerning the middle.path which yye.walk in be- 
ryeen Eprcauriſm and Stoicrſm. 

Concerr.ing Gods Providence we teach , that although accor- 
ding to that ordizary courſe ( which we call »atzre ) which he 
hath preſcribed for the operation of his creatures In the decree of 
Creation , many things fall out according tothe fre- cho:ce of 
volurtery Agents , no way by Him meceſſirated; yet God is ill 
buſie with a double providence. Thefirſt 1s .3v.7ſal ; by this, 
whatſoever »atural Agents do conitngextly , He forc-ſe-th- moſt 
clearly, and ordereth it moſt wilely , according to His glory, the 
preſervation of the Univerſe, and good of His creatures, The ſe- 
cond is particular; by this He pats 1n oft-times a miraculous 
finger into ſuch- cort»gext butineſs as reſpeQs his Charch , and 
oft-times ſo worketh the heart of the vs/wntary Agent , thar 
ſometimes he doth that which. ( if he had been lefc alone to him- 
ſelf) he would not have done; and ſometimes is ſecretly diverced 
from the doing of that, which otherwiſe he would moſt w:lizg/y, 
and (in all likelihood) could moſt eaſily have done. 

And here our Ozpſites may pleaſe to obſerve, how our opi- 
nion is ſo far from denying partic#/ar Providence , that ic onely 
maintaineth a Providence. properly termed Particular: for that 

articular Providence which our Oppoſites ſo much calk of, if it 
well looked into, will appear to be in no better ſenſe partion- 
lar, than the Reman Church is wnrverſal. 

They ſay, Thatthere is not any »#mericala&t performed by _ 
any creature, without an eternal decree.from God , this they call 
particular providence, Alas ! this is the general which concern- 
eh allthe a&tions performed byall things, or at leaſt one mixc 
Semseiperoyalo.. A6 Frm mgye, Becouſe It rawerhto 
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day, God ſo-ordering that it ſhould, is ic any ſenſe to ſay , This 
rain was by the particular providence of God, unlefie we 
eſpied extraordinary matter in it > We therefore call. that. 
univerſal providence ,, whereby God direReth whatſoever 
His creatures do ,. according to their »atwral: propenfions ,. 
for the preſervation and good of the XKxiverſe.. We rerm 
that papticular or ſpeciall providence ,. whereby God inter- 
poſing* his extraordinary power amongſt the coxtingent af- 
fairs of Common-wealths , or private men, ſometimes by 
ſenſible miracles and prodigres , ſometimes by. His ſecret om- 
nipotency , ſenſible onely in the Ever: , maniteſterh His 
Mercy or Fatice , to His own Glory ,. or good of His 
Church, 

This is property termed ſpecial. providence , and in this, 
ſenſe ic is taken by La Voſino the [raliar, in his-Traft , De par- 
ticnlars Providentias; and by thoſe who have wrote of that ſub=- 
jet, Well then, I will now ſpecifie my-faith-concerning Gods 
Providence, | | 

Firſt, it is very probable , that petty. rriv:al/ matters, ſuch as 
are i»a:ffcrent , not onely in reſpect of them elves ,. but alſo 
of their conſequences , fall out altogether contzngently , without 
any neceſsitating decree, Theſe matrers of leſſer moment are 
of three ſorts. | 

1. The toys and trifling vanities of vo/wntary Agents, ſuch 
as the /ralians term Badalxcis, or Ballecametts What a compa- 


ny of idle geftures and ſporting tricks uſe we every day , which - 


doubtleſs for ought God hath decreed , we might have aseafily 
omitred? 


2. The petty conſequences of the ma; ations of natural - 


Agents: for example , though the main drift and ſcope of th= 
operations of the Elements and eteors be according to the 
method eternally preſcribed them by God ; yer ſome parts. 
cular events accompanying their operations, ſom? c:rcums 
ſtances queſtionleſs were not prefixed by a particular decree ; 


as now and then it hapneth to rain when the Sun ſhineth , I- 


cannot believe that there's any ſpecial decree concerning 


this, 
Hear I would have the Reader obſerve how theſe events are 


- not: ſo properly. called contrmgert, as.thoſe other are ; me F 
Ne gs | | hby 
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they were ſwayed by no decree cithet general or ſpecial , 
from the middfe point beryyeen. noceſsity and mwpoſ5ibilaty 
of being. But theſe, though they are contingent in reſpect 
of a particular dectee , and may as well not be as be, for 
ouchr God hath preciſe/y derermined concerning them yer 
in reſpe& ofthe geveral method prefixed to ratwra/ Agents , 
rhey do neceflarily come to pals, becauſe their main of- 
fice cannot be petformed without theſe circumiiancts and 
confequences. 
The laſt fort are mixed of the two former, and include all 
> fuch err» s as reſult from the contingent concourſe of na- 
tmral and vo'umtary Agents; as when the wind bloweth off 
ones har,, &c. to ſay that God partical/arly decreed ſuch tri- 
Ales, I think it thjurious ro the Harrfty of His Derermi- 
nations. Bur here by crifles I mean ſuch matters ( as I ſaid 
before } which are df rt, not onely in reſpeR of themſelves, 
Þur alſo of their conſequences, 
F I believe , that things of greateſt moment are done nceſſa- 
Ed r:1y, by the i1mmearate power of God, either by ſway:»g men 
from rheir own proper inclinatlons, or by ſupernatural meang 
quire crofling their enterpriſes. So we read in the Scrijrure 
and Cherch-ſtcries , how God hath fometimes quite changed 
the hearts of men for ſome great purpole concerning his Cherch 
and g/ory, | 
317. I bylieve chat the middle ſort of events inche wor'd, fuch 
| as are reither trivial nor yer extraordmary , the ordenary feri- 
ous marrers which concern Rel1g:9ng Common-wealths, the 
temporal and ſpirirnal good of private men , the preſerva- 
tion from confuſion, &c, Of theſe, I fay,, my belief is , 
that though 97dinar:ly then and unreaſonable Agents do things 
contingently , yet God doth ſo manige this .commoency , 
daily and houtly interpoſing His power according to His 
Mercy or Tuftice , that very few matters of conſequence 
: ate meerly conriypent. For exampie, Becauſe I ſee Aſarriage 
ro i £ ſo4r the moſt Part to be either a great car/e or a great 6/eſ- 
en FO-faft ſfing'*®, 1 am fo far perſwaded of the truth of the common 
oy Davide @Y10S » Chat 1 think that Afarriages for the moſt part are 
, Sure Davids ade in heaven *, before they are on earch. Ler a man di- 


Mag ligendy perufe any tory , and be hall find many hing 
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done ordinarily according to the rarural bent of rarticelur 
perſo'1s, and ſo comt. »gemtly In reſpet of God; and yer le 
him joyn all things done by all the 45-5 in the tory to- 
oether, let him accurately obſ:rve how one thing followeth 
upon another, he ſhall find, char {ul art the lait there will 
bz ſomething from the finger of God manffefling the glory 
tirher of His Mercy or Juftice, If we read the Hillory of 
the Reformation , begun by Zther and other Divinzs of Ger- 
many , we ſhall perceive many things done by the watur/ 
 humors of men, by the guidance of Divize wiſdom made 
admirable furtherances of the Refprmatior, The like may 
be ſaid of Herr) the 8th. bis Marriage ( whichſer moſt Uni- 
ver/ities 1n Chriftend m a Diſputing) and the Giſſolution of 
Abbeys, The like indeed miy be obſerved in any Hiltory , 
eſpecially if ic concern "Religion or a Chriſtian Common» 
wealth ;' for I conceive that Gods Provideace is more of 
kefs remarkable in- a place proportionable-/ to: the profeſſion 
of Relsgion. Let a man bur dilizencly obſerve the prime paſ- 
ſaves of his own times, fer him mark how the chi:f Actoyy 
in them do all things acco:ding to their particular bents 
and private bumors ; yer fer him noce the upthor, be ſhall 
perceive ', that there was ſome ſeerer parde which  dircfted 
all ro God's glory , though men do what they 4} accor- . 
ding to their own pleaſure. The belt Demonſtration of 
this moſt uſefull and delizhefull rruch every man might bat 
make to himſelf , if he would þut ſeriouſly and circu:nſpe&- 
ly conſider the whole courſe. of his o.vniife , and mark how 
(wharſozyer he hath done ouc of the abſplur? fre:dom of . his: 
cho'ce ) his ations have bzen turned and winded naw and 
then contrary to his went, now and then beyond it, now and” 
then beſte it; ſom2times to his grief, ſomerimes to his- 
comfort , always to be examples of Gods Mere, of His 
Tuſt ce; he will eaſily perceive, how excellently the Divine Pro- 
vileace Workath upon {| ont ingencies, ; 1 <8 

If men would b2 baſed upon ſuch comemplations, they 
would not ſhuffle away ſo many £004 hours with thoſe waking 
dreams of fam «ſtick ſolitary diſcouriings, which Cherris and 


others have wiſely taxed. 


Here 
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Here the Reader may ſee how 1 ſuppoſe ſome things »e- 
<:ſ[ary, ſome things comrngent, ſome things mixt, by reaſon of 
divers circumſtances of both Kinds ; by no means undertaking 
preciſely to determine how many things are do.:e coningently , or 
how many neceſſarily, 8c. 

Now as we nave formerly ſh:wed how our opinion doth 
molt exactly Blizon the Divinity of Gods inte krowleage ; 
by which He /imply knoweth all .chungs; fo alſo it doth moſt 
clearly fet forth the honor of His ative wiſdom , by which 
he governeth all things ; for, to order all things in an harmo- 
nious concord to good, ( whatſoever the confuſed diftraed 
diſcord of cho:ces in inferior cauſes produce ,) is a more olo- 
rious and ſuperlative a& of wiſdom, than firſ# to decree how 
211 things ſha'l be done according to certain platforms , and to 
{ce them eff<&ed according to them : Yea, this conceic{(though 
ir be Stozcrſm in 18 ſelf ) yer it 6peneth a greater overture t6 
Epicwriſm than ours; for Ep curus and his fellows believed there 
were gods, but they imagin'd that rhey-incumbred not themſelves 
with the ordering of ſublurary matters, but ſuffered matters here 
below to go for the moit part accordiny to the natural and etcy- 
nal cuſioms, Even ſo, if according to the oppoſite Tenec, 
God hath ab ererno prefixed an 5rre/ifib/z tenor and method 

* For our Op. 331<cableto which all chings ſhould for ever #eceſſarily come 

poſites ſay , 0 paſle. God might ab tern alſo, from the ſame inſtant He 

.uLue Deus de- made His Decrees, let all things alone { according to Epicarus 

crevit ſpore his conceit )* ſeeing all things muſt come orderly to paſs , 

fie. by vertue of His Decree, though he {lept all the whale. 

Obje. 2. But our Do&rine (they ſay)contradiRerh the Scriptures ; out 
Savioxr tellech the Apoſiles, that the harrs of their head were 
»»mbred , that not ſo much as a contemptible Sparrow falleth 
without his Father, Therefore the pertieſt matters in the world 
are determined by God Himſelf, 

I remember the Marginal Note indeed in the Proteſtant 
Italian Bible upon atth. 10. 29. upon theſe words , | Tet ot 
-one of them falleth to the ground without your Father | ſaith thus , 

( he nou' imrawenge it decreto ela volemaſna, &c. | 1. e. But 
40 that His decree and will came between : Burt this gloſs 1s 
Impercinenc, The meaning of che place is this, Not ns of 
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them falleth without Gods privity and permiſſion. The ſcope of 

our Saviour was to comfort and exconragg bis Diſciples, whom 

he was now ſendingabroad into the world as ſheep among Wolves ; 

to this purpoſe he tells them-, that the hairs of their head were 

##mbred, &c. the number of them was known to God., withour 

whoſe permſſion they -could not loſe one of them. Thit nor 

ſo much as a Sparroy falleth without their -Fath r., &c 5. e. 

withour the kxowledge and permiſſion of Him who was their 

loving Father : And therefore he bids them not to beatfraid., 

ſeeing if ſuch trifles could not be without Gods permiſſicn, 

doubtleſs God, who was their more /pec:al obſerver , would 

not ſuffer men to meddle with chem , more chan ſhould be for 

His glory and their good. So thatirt cannot without abſurdi. 

ty be hence concluded , that God hath made any ſpecial decree 

eOncerning Sparrows, for., ( as St. Paw! ſaith )) Doth God take 

oare for Oxen? ſoſiy I, Doth God take care for Sparrows? 

Here it is worth the obſervation, that the Arguments ( for the 

moſt part.) which our Oppoſites produce for the neceſiry of all 

events, and their kind of particular providence, are ſuch which 

(as one ſaith.) Aut nihil concludunt, aut niminm , conclude 

eithernot-ſo much, or more than they would have them , being 

much like the _— which were made for the Moon, either 

too big or too little for their concluſions, for either they are drawn 

from particular examples, and prove nothing at all, ( as when 

Calvin proveth that there ariſeth no wind withouta ; pecial de- 

cree from God, becauſe he cauſed the Sourh-wind to bring the 

Iſraelites Qnails, and ſentthe tempeſt which cauſed Jonas to be 

caſt into the Sea ) or elſe they are deduced out of ſuch reaſons 

and Scriptures, which ( asthey handle them ) prove God tobe 

the Anthor of fin, and ſo a greatgeal more than they are willing 

they ſhould. | 

Bur our opinion may ſeem to patronizethe proud error con- Ogjef, x, 

cerning Free-will, forif God doth not Neceſſitate our Attions , | 

but leave them to our inclinations, ſo thar it is in our power to 

work or not work ; we have freedoms of will to do 6rnot todo, 

whatſoever we do contingently. | 

Theſe words [ which we do contingently ] are well putin,; for Soluti 

we ſay many things are done cont5»gently in reſpe& of God, yet can 

many we ſay are done by Gods ” ng determination, But 
| "cis 
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*ris mO{k certainly true , that good dunes, properly fo called, (to 
which we are tied pro har ſfatm) arenever performed withour 
choice and freedovs. Which therefore ( amongſt ocher prividedges 
of Chrit?spurchaſing are reſtored under the fpirituat Fabalve of 
the Goſp.1 , andinliated onus by the holy Ghoſt as. ane Fecia/ 
part of our Redemption. Zf rhe $012 make you free, hen are you fro 
m1decd. And, Where the Spores of the Lord is, thove ts liberty. 

Er anfwer then ro the Objeetion, I fay , Thar, for our zatzrat 
ations, av eating, walking, &c. I believe that ordinarily we per- 
form them freely and commyenely in reipect of God. Likewtf: 
1 doubt not, bur as the antienc Heathens Ari/tidhs, Sacrares , 
Cato, Fabritins ) ſ0 many now a days pertorm many things 
* 1do not re- C2ty 2nd morally good, bang left * 10 their contingent 
Ject the opint- dueRtionsand complezions, Bur for matter of gracoand [al 
on of reff1in- B4tion, 1 confels, tothe glory of Gad , that ix as (' being dradin 
gent grace , if ſons andereſpaſſes ) dwelleth wo good, That wecannor ſemuch 2 
it be well ex- ;þ;4þ (much leſs do) any put o the hoty Ghoft giveth us 
pounded. the power bvth to hf aud to do it. _ | 
»* The oppo- Adam before IS fall* was equa led berwroom porferre.. 
ſire Ther al- raxee and de fetFoom; | bucbe as Lane of his —_ 
cg wy - loſtthoſe perfeRtions which made ham fore: ſo uhar if his po- 
"bs inno. fierity do anything __ good, itis fron God, nox fromehem- 
Cency » as 1 ſelves; whatidever ba they do, it is from themfebves na from 
coul oy God. = Re - —_ 
prove, and is * Here it maybe notes, that we may ds.matry things: cortwgunt- 
partly afarn” }, :nreſpe& of God, which -yet we donor freely bur noceſfanilyin 
Rs” A reſpet ofour ſelves; as our fins-are contipent in reſpect of Hen, 

ument, becauſe he never 1mpoſed any neceoſfi ot finning: upon. us. 
: | coffty ob fim w3; 
they are neceſſary tn reſpect ofour ſelves, wr we bang lf to 
. exr ſcbvescangor but fin, So.manythings whichare comvegen>in 
reſpe& of qur nature, may be in ſomeſort neceſſary in.reſpe& of 
our perſons; as thoſe things which our complexione, or cuftynsand 
babirs neceſſitate us'to:; But thisis an impertinency: 

| They ſay moreover , thar our opinion contradicteth: both 
O's i. 4. Scripture and Philoſophy. 

1. For Scriptare, it is ſaid, Af, 14. thatin him wo live , move, 
and have onr being, by which words we aretaughe , thac alliour 
motions, of whit kind ſoever,, either arwralor moral, vital' or 
ration, are-not onely-guided; but alfo.cauſed by Gad —_ 
| 2. DOC 
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. 2, Both in Logeck and Aetaphyſicks there are divers Rules 
conſonant to this Scripture, as | Canſacanſe eft etiam canſa canſu- 
ti: cauſa ſecunda non agit niſi mcta aprim ,&c.] Therefore man 
doth no kind of thing but God is the firf cauſe of it , and conſe- 
uently whatſoever we do, we do zeceſſarily in reſpec of Him. 

This is one of the Arguments which proveth more thin our 
Adverſaries would have them, and by theſe Rules have I for- 
merly in the ſecond Argument proved , that they make God the 
Author of (iu ;, for if cauſa cauſe be canſa cauſati (as doubtleſs 
is ) while they make God the cauſe of allthoſe a&5ons , which 
citherare ſins, or the cauſes of ins, queſtionleſs they make God 
(according to their own Argumentation the caſe of irs, But 
they have a limitation for this Rule , and ſay, that jt holdeth 5 
canſis eſſentialiter ſubordinatts, as they ſay , that Godis the cauſe 
of all choſe chings which are efſentially and diſtriftly done by onr 
wills ; bur ſins proceeding from the depravation of our wills, are 
effe&s of a cauſe, not dire&ly ſubordinatero God. The limita- 
tion is ſound, but not spplicable to their inſtance, ye1, the ſimi- 
ration it ſelf quite ſpoileth them : For 1. While Adam's will was 
yer ſound , rhey teach , that God decreed that Adam ſhould ea: 
gu ater frait ; now at that time they cannot fay , ber that 
Adam was a c.uſe efſentially ſubordinate to God. 2. They tech, 
that God is a caxſe not onely of our a#:ons, but alfo of onr v7. 
/itions, as 1 may fay , chen rhefe being the cauſes of our fins , are 
- dire&ly ſubordinate to him. 

3. Let us conſider not onely the /aubordination between God 
and our wills , but atſo berween our a#ionc and their woraliries , 
and we ſhall perceive, that 2ccording to the ab»/cof theſe Rules, 
they make God the cauſe of our (ins. For that Rule, C»/z cauf es 
eff cauſa canſati, is infillibly true expounded thus , 7he came of 
ave) effett , 3s the canſe of all ſuch events as neceſſarily follow that 
effett. 
Ns , if (as they ſay) God hea neceſſary cauſe ofalf our 
particular ations, ſeeing our aitions in reference ro fuch and fuck 
objefis maſt needs be /infs/., it is manifeſt whar Oltowerh. For 
example : Thougl to take money in general benafin, yer to take 
this or that rnoney, being none of onr own, isa fin. Now then, if 


God be cauſe of thes action, inreference to this objet ( ashe is- 


if he be the cauſe of thisparncular action) itis impoſſible their 
pt Ll2 Doctrine 
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DoRrine ſhould excuſe God from ſin. Eating, in reference to the - 
forbiddenfruit, was a ſi», bur according to them, God wasa prin- 
czpal cauſe of eating, the forbidden fruit. Ergo. 

Minor prob, They ſay he was the neceſſitating cauſe of this par 

ticular ation. 

Eating was a »ataral action,the individaation Of this eating. by 

an #nlaWful objet was a moral obliquity. | 

But God was the cauſe of this individual. Ergo. 

The like may be ſaid of all our /inful ations. When I have drank 
ſufficiently both for the neceſſity and comfort of nature , to arink a 
cup more is ſin, Bur our Oppoſites teach, thar I cannot take up this 
ſyperfluous cup without Gods ſpecial/ determination : _ Ergo. 

This Do&rine is enough to make ones hair ſtand an end, ma- 
king God ( whatſoever they ſay) thecaxſe not onely of our att: 
oxs, butalſe of our obliquities ; for what are the ob/:quzties of our 
attions, but the placing of them upon wrong objefs? If therefore 
they make God the principal cauſe of all our particular ations , 
moſt of which are particularized by bad objeRs) what do theſe 
men make of God? But Recrimination js no anſwer. 

Hicherto I have ſhewed ( though perhaps. without method , 
yet, I hope, not without profit.) how our Oppoſites are wounded 
with their own weapons. Now I will take their weapons out of 
their hands, and teach them the right uſe ofthem , ſhewing how 
God isthe cauſe of all things , onely not the cauſe of ſ;n : a caule 
= all good things, yet ſo as that many good things. are contingent 
alſo. 

/ Wehave ſhewed in the third Argument how God hath ordain- 
ed, that all ſorts of 7»ferior or ſecond cauſes ſhould work accord- 
ing totheir proper kinds, that voluntary Agents ſhould work ve-. 
luntarily, &c. God then is the frſ# cauſe that all _ do work . 
and that they . do work in certain kinds : If ſo, then God is the 
cauſe that many things are done contingenthy , One of the chiefeſt 
farts of ſecond cauſes by this appointment _— voluntarity , 
and therefore contingently , which connexion we have formerly 
juſtifed.! This being wellunderſtood , willinſtrud us not onely 
that it.may beſo, bur alſo that it muſt beſo. That God beingthe 
weceſſary cauſe of all good things , yerall ſuch rhings are- not. xe- 
ceſſary effefts of Him.. For example, It is impoſſible: that man 
ſhould doany thing without God, therefore God isacaule xe. 


ceſſary , 
mt 
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m ſary to the being of all things effe&ed by him, yet becauſe ma-- 
ny things done by the free chorce of man, might as .well have been. 


omitted (God no ways conſtraining him to them ) theſe are noc 
neceſſary effefts of God. The Reaſon of this is, becauſe God hath 
decreed that man ſhould work voluntarily, having liberty todo 
'as well one = as another, yet ſo that God givech him the 
fFrength to do whatſoever hechooſeth to.do , and ability to chooſe 


what he will without limitation of his choice, ( for this were (elſe) 


to take it away , and.to make man an involuntary Agent,) For 
example , God hath given thee ftrengrh of body ; he hath given 


thee alſo ability to chooſe in what exerciſe thou wilt employit; | 


thou chooſeſt to Ring or Dance; God then the. Author of thy 
ſtrengthis the cbzef cawle of theſe exerciſes, yer ſo, .as they are 


contingent in reſpe& of Him, becauſe thou mighteſt have omitted : 
them hadſt thou pleaſed. By this we may plainly ſee, how God 
is the principal cauſe of all things of which he is capable to be + 


a cauſe ; and yet many things are contingent in reſpet of him. 
This being cleared, we may with more facility conceive, how and 
in whart ſenſe God is the cauſe of all we do, and yet we onely the 
cauſe of ſin, 

God ſuſtains us- when we are about our ſins, even then, ; 
Him we live, and move, and have our being , as well as when we 


are better buſied. God giverh that frengch by which we com- - 
mit any ſin, yet becauſe he doth not —_— or incline unto it, 


but we of our ſelves ab»/e it to wickedneſs, God hath. ſtill the parc 
ofa Creator, we onely are finſu/. An example will make this clear, 


Suppoſea King delivereth to his SubjzeRt Aer , Weapons, Mony, 


and Farlike proviſion, that he may fight for his Honor againſt his 


enemies, his Subje& proves a Traitor, and uſeth all his Soveraigns. 


ſtrength againſt himſelf, His Soveraign hereis a caſe that he 
hath the command, and doth the Office of a Captain, but he is no 
cauſe of his Treachery, the offence 1s onely the Captains, and the 


wrong is onely the Soveraigns. This. is juſt the caſe between - 
Godand us; God hath given us many excellent facalries both of | 


body and ſoul , which he intended we ſhould uſe to his Glory, in 


obedience to his commandements, and reſiſt Hisandour enemy - 
the Devil; we moſt acang + ſiding with Satan, hive abuſed ' 


His gifts to His Diſhonor ; Ood did the part of a Creator, we of 


Rebels; - A manlives imemperately,, "God gave bim not ſirength 
| I » 
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Objeft. ult. 


' it falls to 


ro this purpoſe, he pese/ſjrared not the man to this intemperancy » 
May therefore onely ſinned, God is diſhonoured. The King made 
his SubjeR able to rebel againſt him , by delivering his military 
furniture unto him, the yerier mſcreaxt he that did rebell againit 
him. So God made Adam indeed ableto (jn, but he never inteng- 
ed chat he ſhould a with that ability. God thenis the cax/e of all 
choſe rhings in which we ſin , and a whatſoever he doth is ex- 
ceeding good : heis not the canſe that we intend any {in, bur che 
caſe that we are qþle to commir thoſe ſins we intend , and yer 
he intexdeg ngt our gbilities for ſin, but for his Service. Of all our 
good ations heis the firſt cauſe, we are the ſecond : of all our ſins 
we are the proper cauſe, he is anely the Condirzo ſine qu.: nun. 
But here ſome man may lay , That cbuge qr eleftion of an av- 
lawfyl obje& ( upon which we miſplace our aRions ) is that 
which maketh ps ſinners; now this being an at of qur wif,it myſt 
fuppoſe alſo the gorcourſe of (ad ; how then doth our opinion 
clear the point ? Theſame Anſwer abundantly fufficeth ; Gad 
made Adamable to be willing to fin, but he made him nat to wil 
ſin : God {t hefare Him /ife and d4ath , that he did chog/e death 
it was by the ſtrexgrh of will given him of God, but Gag did not 
bind him to chooſe death, for . wa were ( 2 centradifiion } a neceſſ 
tated choice. ; 
Briefly , whatſogyer wexhoaſe, we do it bythe Parr by 
which we are wolyntqry Agents yet if we c edcath , God js 
not to be blamed, ( forhe made ys wipmtary ) and therefore je 
was 4s poſſible for us to have choſen lite. If the nature of a velwrtary 
Agent be well obſerved, this pgznt will bg moſt eyiden. 
ThelaſtoþjeRion is this, Gods farezkyoWloage afall futures is 
moſt infalible and neeeſſary :. Ergo, All futures inreſpeR of him 
fall our zeceſſarily, otherwiſe it is pgfiible God may be gereined; 
yea, if many things fall out contivgenthy, Gods fare-kpueledge' of - 
them can be but certivgent, depending after a ſort an mans 
freewwill. PERS, YE 5) 
This Argument 5 planſizle 3 the firſt view, but if ic be touched 
falls ro ſharrers, It is 0ne-ching to.koow vhar a thing will xecs(+ 
ſarily be deve, and agother to knux negeſſqryly, that 4. thing will be. 
one. God doth neceſſarily aria PTY farekwaall that will be 
one, bur he doth not know thar thoſe things which ſhall be 
done wolntarily will be dongneeerily 3. Fe howerk, chat 
jw | they 
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rhey will he done, but he knowerh withall , that they mighe have fallews 
out otherwiſe , for ought he had ordered tothe conrrary, So God: 
neceſſarily knew that Adam would fall , and yer he knew that he would 
noe fall neceſſarily, for it was as poſlible for him nor to have fallen, It; 
was the ane ( andis flill che true) opinion , That. Gods Preſcience is 
not the cauſe of Evers, he fore-kyowerh all things becauſe they will 
be done, things are not done becaule he fore-knowerh chem. The infallj- 
bility of his knowledge conliſterh. not inthe immatability of his decree ,- 
bur 1n the prerogative of his Dez), itis impoſſible therefore that any 
man by his velx»tary manner of working ſhould d+/#de Gods fore-ſeghr, 
not becauſe God doth zeceſſitate his will to certain effetts, (for this were 
| indeedtotake itaway)) but becauſe his fore-knowleage is infprite. | 
Let our hearts therefore be never ſo full of J7azes and Megnders,. 
eurning and winding , yet Tire uWvr Aios ipbkeagis, (10 uſe the Prers 
language) the a/-(zeing Eye of God cannot butefpy them long before, 
not becauſe he himſelt coxtrived them ( for thenis were no wonder if he 
were *zgJ12yraces ) hut becauſe ro Him. ( who is every way i=fite ) 
all things cannot be bur profeme and 74]paxmaauinay which is. the gn 
ficant word of the Author to the Hlebremy, Fgmiying ey, by a wen 
phor or ſimilitude drawn from a. word that ſignifies , having the fares 
laid upwards, becauſe ſuch. as [ye.ſobave their face exyofed tathe fighy 
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of Wiſdomythird of the mind; fourth, 
of the experience of the ballance. 
The .Life and Rajgn of- Hen.-8. by the 
Lord Herbert. fa 
Aula Lucis, or the houſe of Light. 
The Fort- Royal of holy Scriptures, or a 


new Concordance of the chief heads of 
Scriptures by F. H. 

A Tragedy written by the moſt learned 
Hugo Grotius, called CHRIS TUS 
PATIENTS) and tranſlated into En- 


' gliſh by George Sands. 

The Mownt of 01ives, or Sol:tary Droytie 
ons,by Hiery Vanyban $yluriftywith an 
excellent Diſcourſe of the bleſſed e- 
ſtate of Mar in Glory: written by the. 
moſt Reverend and holy Father 4x. 
ſelm Arch biſhop of Canterbury, 

The deſcription and uſe- of the double 
Horizontal Dyall, by w. O. whercupto 
is added the deſcription of the Gene. 
ral Horological Ring. | 

The Rights of the People concerning 
Impo/itions, (tated in a learned Argu- 
ment; by a late eminent Judge of Pie 
Nation. 

France painted out to the lifezthe ſecond. 
Edition, 

The Garden of Eden, borh parts; or an 
accurate deſcription of 'Flowers, and 
[Fruits now growing in Eng/and, by 

Sir Hugh P at,Knightr, : 

Exercitatio Scholaftica, 

Book of Martyrs.ſo/. 

Willet on Geneſis and Exodus. 

PLATES, 

The Wedding. 

Philaſter. 

The Hollander, 

The Merchant of Venice. 

The ſtrange diſcovery. 

Maids Tragedy. 

King and no King. 

Othello the Moor of Venice, 

The grateful ſervant. 


-Theſe Books are lately come forth,and ſold by iR.Leah ar the Crown inFleet-ſtreer. 


The Solemne League and Covenant, 
Arraigned and Condemned, by the 

{entence of the Divincs of London 
and Cheſhire , &c. by Lawrence 
Tomach,nowD-D.andArch-deacon 
of Suffolk, 

Amorea, the Loſt Lover, or the Idea 6 
Love and Misfo*tune, 'being never 
before printed,written by Patherick 

- P-xlyn, Gent. 

An exaR Abridgment of the Records 
in the Tower of London, from the 
Raign of K. Edward the ſecegd> to 
K. Richard the thirdzof all cffePar- 


liaments holden in each Kings | 


raign,and the ſeveral Ads in every 
 Parliamentyby SirRobert Cotton, Kr, 


and Baronet. 

| An Apology for the Diſcipline of the 

antient Church, intendep efpecally 

for that of our Mother the Cburch of 

England,in anſwer to the Admonitory 

Letter latcly publiſhed by Mam 

Nicolſon, Arch-Deacon of B.econ,and 

nowLord Biſhop of Glocefiecr. 

Le Prince > Amour, or the Prince of 
Love, Wa colle&ion of ſeveral In- 
genious Poems and Songs , by the 

Wits of the _ 8. 

A learned Expoſition of the Apoſtles 
Creed, delivered in ſeveral Ser- 
mons by William Nicholſo® Arch- 
deacon of Brecon, and now Lord 


Biſhop of Gloceſter, 


